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Meeting the Needs of Developing Countries:
Introducing a New Program of Study
Linda Lacey
Each day, planners in developing countries face a number of interrelated complex problems. In low-income countries
in particular, major cities are doubling in population every ten to fifteen years. As a result of uncontrolled urban growth,
planners are confronted with high levels of unemployment, major traffic congestion within the urban core, massive
housing shortages, and inadequate public services such as safe water, sewage systems, roads and electricity. Urban-
based problems are closely linked to high levels of rural unemployment and uneven regional development. The in-
terdependent nature of problems facing developing countries requires integrated regional, rural and urban planning
strategies.
To assist planners in developing countries and individuals working in international assistance agencies develop ap-
propriate solutions to development problems, the Department of City and Regional Planning at Chapel Hill has in-
troduced a new concentration: Planning in Developing Areas. Policy areas that receive special emphasis include: (1)
housing, (2) urban finance, (3) urban infrastructure and services, (4) environmental and resource management, (5) popula-
tion and development planning and (6) regional development planning.
Housing problems are severe in low-income countries in which an estimated 40 to 90 percent of city residents reside
in substandard housing, with limited access to water and sewage facilities. In countries where the majority of the urban
population is poor, planners need to acquire skills in order to design and administer low-cost housing strategies which
can provide better shelter for the urban poor. In the Department of City and Regional Planning (DCRP), students
examine the evolution of housing strategies in developing countries. They study the failures of approaches, such as
public housing projects used in the 1960s and 1970s, to meet the needs of large numbers of urban poor. They examine
the problems of implementing more recent approaches, including site and service schemes and core unit housing programs.
Urban finance is of critical concern to planners, since national governments have limited resources for urban develop-
ment. Our program exposes students to alternative strategies of managing and financing urban development projects
through case studies in successful countries.
As mentioned above, urban-based problems are related to complex rural and regional development issues. In our
program, students study interrelated causes of development problems such as rapid population growth, environment
degradation, the breakdown of traditional and cultural values and norms, and political and economic instability. To
understand the causes and consequences of development problems, students are exposed to theories in economics, spatial
geography, sociology, history and cultural anthropology. Students gain technical planning skills in a number of areas
to develop short- and long-term solutions to rural and regional problems. These skills are applied to problems in the
areas of community development, regional planning, cost-benefit analysis, project appraisal, negotiation and popula-
tion planning.
Faculty involved in the new concentration have a wealth of experience working directly with national ministries of
planning, health and local government, national housing authorities and donor agencies such as the United Nations,
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the World Bank and the United States Agency for International Development. Dale Whittington has worked on water
resources policy and planning projects for the governments of Egypt, Haiti, Nigeria and Tanzania. He has also served
as a technical adviser to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, Government of the Sudan, on the use of
microcomputers for development planning, budgeting and management. Dana Weist has recently been involved in a
comprehensive review of the income tax structure and the development of a fiscal planning model for Jamaica. Linda
Lacey has been involved in development projects in the areas of rural development, population planning and housing.
She has worked on projects for the governments of Botswana, Tanzania, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Liberia. She is cur-
rently assisting the governments of Botswana, Liberia and Nigeria in integrating population policies into health and
national development plans.
To complement the skills and experience of DCRP faculty, senior policy analysts from the Research Triangle Institute
are teaching courses in the new concentration. Founded in 1963, the Research Triangle Institute has over 50 senior staff,
who have worked on a broad range of development issues in over 50 countries. Current projects focus on municipal
finance management, integrated population and development planning, women in development, and water resources
management. In the Spring of 1988, Dr. Rondinelli, a scholar in decentralization policies and regional development
issues, will offer a course on regional development, Dr. McCullough, a DCRP alumnus and scholar in municipal finance,
will co-teach a course with Weist on municipal finance in developing countries.
A number of programs and departments on campus offer courses and research experiences valuable to students in-
terested in developing countries. Research centers include the Institute of Latin American Studies which coordinates
courses, guest speakers and research related to Latin American countries, the Water Resources Research Institute, the
Institute for Environmental Studies, the Center for Urban and Regional Studies, and the Carolina Population Center.
Departments and programs that offer courses relevant to this concentration include the Public Administration pro-
gram, the School of Public Health, and the departments of Sociology, Economics, Political Science and Geography.
Through the introduction of this new concentration, the Department of City and Regional Planning looks forward
to playing a major role in assisting planners to guide the growth and development of cities and regions in developing
countries.
